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Samaj from that catastrophe.   It is due to him that  the Samaj
remained part of Hinduism.

One may not measure the contribution of the Brahmo Samaj
from the number of its adherents. The Brahmos are indeed very
few but their influence has been great and good. The service of the
Brahmo Samaj lies in its liberalizing and rationalizing Hindu-
ism. It has always cultivated a toleration for other faiths and
other movements, it has tried to keep the fountain source of
religion pure and to hold up the ideal of pure worship of the
Supreme Being.

Not that there is nothing for me to criticize in the Samaj,
but this is not the occasion for it. My desire is to place before
you whatever is best in the Brahmo Samaj, Let this celebration
awaken the religious instinct in you. True religion is not narrow
dogma. It is not external observance. It is faith in God, and
living in the presence of God; it means faith in a future life, in
truth and ahimsa. There prevails today a sort of apathy to-
wards these things of the spirit. Our temples appear today to be
meant only for the simple and the ignorant. Few visit real tem-
ples of God. Let the educated class take up the work of reform
in this direction.

We have rightly honoured Vallabhbhai over the Bardoli vic-
tory. But you may not know his greater victory. Vallabhbhai
realized his 'Vallabha* (God) in Bardoli. He saw that nothing but
faith in God could keep together the thousands of men and women
bound to their pledge. It is through religion that he found his
approach to the hearts of those simple illiterate men and women.

I am inundated with letters from young men who write frankly
about their evil habits and about the void that their unbelief has
made in their lives.    No mere medical advice can  bring them
relief.   I can only tell them that there is no way but that of surren-
der to and trust in God and His grace.    Let us all utilize this
occasion by giving the living religion in our lives the place it de-
serves. Has not Akho Bhagat said:
Live as you will, but so
As to realize God.

Young India, 30-8-1928
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